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True Proteſtant Bzidle: 
For SOME 


Curſory Remarks 


UPON 


ASERMON 


Preached before the 


Lord Mayor. 


$ I R; 
| þ Hope theſe ſhort Officious Remarks will gain: 
1 1 1 your Pardon, if not Approbation, fince they 
newholly levell'd againſt the Licentious Princt-- 
ples which are ſo much in- Vogue ; and which 
| I Naturally tend ro ſhake our Fundamental Eſta- 
bliſhment, and (under the Pompous Appearance | 
of Chriſtian Liberty) to. Shrivel Their preſent 
A 2 Majeſties 
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[4] 
_ by Degrees into a meer Fairy Queen, 
an Emperour of the Moon, 
Among all the Vitious and Impertinent Hu- 
mours of the Age we live in, there is none = 
of ning LES and age the than 


ſ] peaking 5 Ig 0 dota For hs in theit Ge- 
neration : This 1s commonly the Refuge of 
Mean Varlets, who hgye no other way, to make 
any Tolerable Figute in te. World »bat by fin- 
ding Fault with the ConduR, Performances,and 
Inadvertencies of Great Perſonages 'Tisanea- 
fie Provindge that apy half-w _— Fedant may 
aſpire tv, without pid Arro inking, or Gift 
of Ratiocination ; and he that 1s neither Honou- 
rable nor Beautiful, nor Learned, nay the Sport 
and I'rtymph of Ingenious Converſation, can, 
without any Talent, play at Criticizing,” and 
readily Commence Godly and Cenſorious ; and 
when he 1s once arriv'd to this height of Conf- 
dence ; with what Pride and Scorn will he 
trample upon his Superiours, and look down 
upon the braveſt, and moſt Accompliſht Men 
in the World ? Hence it comes to pats, that eve- 
ry Notion-ſtruck Tradeſman, and Purſe-proud 
Mechanick (whoſe Learning and Education ne- 
ver carried him higher than the Gazette or Cour 
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5 
ting-Book) ' can run down the whole Ecclehiaftick 
Order with an Infallible Wink or Nod ; and will 
take a kind of Malignant Dehght in making-Re- 
marks upon the little Spots of Bright and Ele- 
vated Souls: - Henee it 'is,* That they. who» axe 
moſt Incapable of receiving Inſtruction, are-moſt 
forward to give Advice ; and he that is Purblind 
in the moſt Obvious Matters of Religion and 


Polity ; thinks himſelf Qualified to Expound 


Myfteries, and Spell out the Fates of Kingdoms : 


They, who by their Studied and Enormous Vil- 
lanies, are fit to be Objects of Publick Juſtice, 
are moſt forward to Reproach the Names and 
Memories of Kings; and ſome have been fee- 
mingly ſerious in Publiſhing Pleas for Peace, at- 
ter they have been Nurſt, Train'd up, and 
Harden'd in the Black Art of Sciſme and Rebellion : 
Nay, what's moſt deplorable of all, every little 
half-Conforming Theologue, that is Illuminated 
into Diſtraction, can juſtle Omnipotence out of 
his way, give encouragement to a Multitude to 
do Evil, and repreſent the Mild, the Peaceable, 
and Salutary Doctrine of Non-Refiftance (which 
has been the Glory and Palladium of the Chriſtian 
Church 1n all Ages) asan Antichriſtian Mormo, 
and Bugbear to a Kingdom. 


B Among 
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Among ſuch Doughty Champions for Truth, 
a hate Prevaricator at. Btw, hath deſcended to 
Liſthimfelf: He tells us, The pretence of a Fhgh 
Court 'of Juſtice to judge of their King, was. an upſtart 
Opmion batobt by thei Heat of War ; That "twas an hs 
Jett of .« Days duration ; and is now diſopn'd by dl 
forts of People amongſt us. Serm. p. 16. That Flattery 
4s one of thoſe Sins, Which by their own particular Energy 
occaſion the laſs of 4 good Prince, and thereby bring 4s 
flickion to a People, p. 17. That this Deteſtable Sin of 
Flattery has drawn Princes to Aſpire at Arbitrary Power ; 
and God knows, bow great a Share it bad in the Calamity 
which we Lament this Day : That the Notion of Paſlive 
Obedience has proved Fatal to thoſe that have hearken'd 
to-it, That Liberty gives the True Reliſh to all the Com- 


forts of Life : pag, 18. 


To all which I Anſwer, That Our Reverend 
Teacher, like ſome Blind and Bewildred Tra- 
veller, feems to have loſt his Way; and while 
he affects to Dictate ſo Magiſterially out of the 
Common Road (as if he had got a Dutch Synod 


within him) he falls into a Complication of Ab-. 


({urdities ; each of which is a moſt Intolerable 
Blunder. For Firſt, The pretence of a High Court 
of Tuſtice cannot properly be called a Novel Up- 
ſtart Opigion, fince Buchanan and Knox, and ſome 


/ Engliſh 
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nglifh Apers of Swarez and Mariana , had, by 
their Dangerous I enets, and Pulpit Suggeſtions, 
given ample and fufhcient Encouragement to 
tuch Proceedings. However, That we may not 
infiſt upon Ceremony, the main ſubftantial part 
of the I 'ragedy, was the Black Reſult of Delibe- 
cate Malice, both Roman and Fanatick ; and was 
ſo far from being the Random Product of the 
Heat of War, that the Deſign was carried on by 
Dark Conclave , Clandeftine Cabal, Painful 
Preaching, Long Prayers, Frequent Faſtings, 
Godly Sorrow far the Sins of the Nation, much 
Mortrhcation, Seeking of the Lord, and all the 
Cooleſt Methods that can be thought on. 


Secondly, It was fo far from'being an Inſet of « 
Days duration, T hat, as it was the moſt Prodigious 
Monfter on this fide Hell (and. never Equall'd 
by any Poet's Invention, Enthufiaftical Draughts 
of Antichriſt, or Melancholy Viſion of a Pining 
and Deſpairing Lover) fo was it alſo Nurft with 
ull Imaginable Tenderneſs and Care, Chriſten'd 
vy Milton and other Famous Apologiſts , and 
borne about with great Oftentation and I ri- 
umph. And whoſoever ſhall perufe the Secret 
Hiſtory ( propagated throughout the Nation) 
the Works of Milton (ot ever Blefled Memory ) 

the 


[8 ] 

the Letters of Ludlow (that pretious Orator in 
Chriſt Jeſus) I ſay, whoſoever ſhall peruſe the 
Writings of theſe Legendary Scriblers, and ob- 
ſerve withal what kind Entertainment they have 
met with in the World, amongſt the wellaffctted, 
the harmleſs, and the hidden ones ; will readily con- 
clude, That there are Thouſands among us who 
are ſo far from diſowning, that they ſecretly Ap- 
plaud, the Glorious and Triumphant Villany. 


Thirdly, Ido readily grant, I hat the deteſtab!: 
Sin of Flattery had a Finger in the Deluſion, which 
led to this Fatal Cataſtrophe,and the Kingdom's 
Funeral ; Nothing can be more plain, if we do 
but open our Eyes, and the Hiſtories of thoſe 
times together. Indeed 'twas ſuch Nauſeous, 
Masking, and Dawbing Flattery , as was never 
Practic'd before : "Twas an Incurvation of Mind, 
a Degeneracy and Baſeneſs of Soul, beneath the 
wretchednels of thoſe Creeping Spirits of Old, 
that have Magnihed the Spittle, Spots and 
Freakles, and Ador'd the Deformities of Perſons 
in Authority and Power. The Rabble were 
Deifed out of their Wits by the Officious Faw- 
ning Demagogues of the Times, and Careſt into 
all the Abſurdities of Speech and Action : They 
were made the Divine * ofall Authority, 

by 
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by a Godly Legerdemain ; and abus'd into ſuch 

ain and Glorious Idea's and Notions of them- 
ſelves, that they ran ſtark Mad at laſt with Zeal 
and Reformation : By the help of Grace, a 
Company of Weavers grew as Infallible and Deti- 
nitive, as a Synod or General Council ; and a Zea- 
tous Brother, by Vertue of his Saintſhip, ſcorn'd 
togive the Wall to his Prince that was Unre- 
generate, Now when ſuch Fundamental Fol- 
lies as theſe are entertain'd as Oracles, I appeal 
to the Senſe of Univerſal Mankind, how 1s it 
poſhble for the moſt obliging Monarch to fit ſe- 
curein his Throne, or withftand the Shock of 
an Imperious Rabble ? 

Whatever Charms the Vitious Arts of Flattery 
may have, to draw ſome Princes into an Aﬀe- 
ation of Arbitrary Dominion, 'tis plain, "That 
the Soul of our Royal Martyr was as much above 
Flattery in the days of Proſperity, as it was 
above Fear, Malice, and all other Temptations 
in times of his Solitude and Tryal. Whatever 
Peccadills's in Government lookt that way, were 
no matter of Choice, bur Fatality ; and cannot 
be Conſtrued his Crimes, but his Misfortunes. 
And ſurely to Rake into the Wounds of Aﬀflicted 
Majeſty, is a Baſe and Cowardly Afault, aud 
ſomewhat more than Barbarous and Inhumane : 


c The 


ON 
The Benign Temper of the Witch of Endor (under 
more provoking Circumſtances) abhorr'd ſuch 
Cruelty as this, which 1s fit only for the Cor- 
ſcience of a Devil. 

Fourthly, 'T hat the Notion. of Paſſive Obedience 
may ſometimes prove Fatal in reſpe& of Tem- 
poral Advantages, is as Plain and T rue, as any 
of Mr. Dod's Sayings : And fo Humility, Pa- 
tience, Modeſty, and other Chriſtian Vertues 
may prove a Barto Preferment in Bad Times; 
and the Evil Conſequences do no. more Con- 
clude againſt the one than the other. The Un- 
kind Inſult ofa Tyrannical Prince doe's no more 
vive Allowance to Subjects to ſhake off the Yoke, 
than the Immufical Converſation of a Supercili- 
ous or Complaining Wife do's Licentiate a Bill 
of Divorce. There 1s no State here ſo Propt 
tious and Serene, but 1t may ſometimes be Over- 
caſt, or Sullied with a Cloud : T here is no Cor- 
dition on this fide Heaven ſo Guarded and Se- 
cure, but may be attended with Calamitous and 
Fatal Appendages : And whenſoever this hap- 
pens by a juſt Nemeſis, or ſeverer Providence, an 
Abſolute Reſignation to the Divine Will be- 
comes our Indiſpenfible Duty, and may prove 
our Glory and Conſolation too, if we are not 
antecedently wanting to our ſelves, 

The 
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.. The Common, Popular Orators of the Age, 
that can harangne'ſo fluently about the. Fremen- 
dous Conſequences of Patſfive Obedience, do 
ſeldom, feriouſſy weigh, or elſe ſtudiouſly Con- 
ceal the Conſequences 9 Rebellion, which will 
be ever found to be more Durable 'and Mifthie- 
vous. This Sr. Paul well knew, and theretore 
founded this Important and Invioſable Duty up- 
on Reaſons thatare perpetual and unalterable : 
For, - as he inſtructs us, the Supream Magiſtrate 
is the Ordinance of God ; His Power is Ocdain'd 
of God ; he is the Miniſter of the Great Immu- 
table God, and not of the Giddy and Capritious 
Multitude : Now theſe Reaſons hold good 
equally at all times, ſubhſt under all the Alte- 
rations of the World, are the fame now in Eng- 
land, that they were at Rome heretofore ; and 


conſequently the Duty muſt be ſo too : "Tis the 


ſame yeſterday, to day, and for ever. 

I know the Patrons of Reſiſtance tell us, that 
this Obligation indeed does take Place and 
Sway ; where ſic volo , ſic jubeo is a Law ; and 


the Magiſtrates Will the Sole Political Stan- 


dard ; and that, Becauſe Religion alone does not 
Authorize Refiſtance. But when 'tis once ſtamp't 
a Civil Right, and 1s interwoven and mixt with 


the Polity of a Nation ; we may ftand up in De- 
fence 


[12 ] 
fence of our Legal Rights, and, by Vertue of this, 
we may Reſiſt for our Religion. This 1s the 
Ultimate Refuge of our State-Libertines : All 
their various JOTE Sophiſtry dwindles to 


this at laſt ; and this, I think, is ſoon reducible 
to nothing : 

For 'tis purely precarious ; nay, includes a 
lamentable Miſtake : And that, becauſe this 
Evangelical Duty was directed to Perſons that 
were veſted with Civil Rights, and ſuffer'd the 
moſt horrid Rapes and Uſurpations, The Imperial 
Prerogative was bounded by Law ; and becamea 
Gvil Eſtabliſhment in the days of Auguſtus, (as 
Strabo and Dio report) by the Concurrent Suf- 
frage of the People and Senate ; and the Roman 
Government was Civilis non Tyrannica dominatio in 
the Days and Language of Tertallian, The Ro+ 
man Subjects were as great Afﬀerters of their Li- 
berties, and look't as big, upon the account of 
their Priviledges, as the Free-born People of 
England : How great their Immunities, and yet 
what Illegal Invafions were made upon 'em : 
How Unjuſt their Tortures, and yet how Re- 
fign'd and Paſhve they were in their Perſons 
(even when the Valerian Law was in force to de- 
fend their Rights) may be ſeen and read in the 
Complaining Apologiſts and Hiſtorians of thoſe 

Ages ; 
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Ages; but the particular Inſtances would ſwell 
this Diſcourſe into too large and troubleſome a 
Volume. 

But alas! Such Examples as theſe do rather 
Upbraid, than inſtruct the Zealots of our Daies ; 
who AQ, and Demean themſelves after tuch a 
rate, as if the Chriſtian's Portion were only in 
this Life, and Religion were to be Modell'd ac- 
cording to Conveniencies of State. There is 
nothing Heroical and Gallant left among us : 
All that is Puiflant and Brave has fled the World. 
That Spirit of Chriſtianity, which Enlighten'd 
and Adorn'd the Primitive Ages, is now dege- 
nerated into Empty Cant, or loaded with In- 
vectives : Would you know, what's become of 
Chriſtian Refignation ? Why, with ſome 'tis 
Heart-fixedneſs, Nothingneſs and Broken»beartedneſs, 
By others 'tis called the Venom of the Dragon, the 
Tare of the Wicked one, Court-Flattery, and the Fawning 
of the Serpent : Or, (to ſpeak in the Old Stile of 
Brain-leſs Mr. Yicars, and Earleſs Mr. Prynn) "tis 
Kixey Conformity, Popiſh Pedlary, Babiloniſh Trumpery, 
and Deviliſh Malignancy againſt Chriſt. 

In the laft place, Enter Liberty (with all its 
Train of Artillery : ) This has been a Famous 
AQor indeed upon the Stage of Humane Afﬀairs : 


It has been a ProteCtion of all Sorts and Degrees 
D of 
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of Criminals rand Debauchees; It can Swear 
and Fight, Plunder and Kill through all the 
Points of the Compals : Backbiting , Perjury, 
and Libelling of Princes ; Sodomy, Inceſt, and 
all Unnatural Lufts have defended themſelves 
with the Pompous Name of Liberty. Liberty ! 
That can Transform a Jetuitical Band of Regi- 
cides and Con(pirators, into a Bright Conſtella- 
tion of Saints and Martyrs : Liberty ! That 
can change the very belt of Kings into the wort 
of Tyrants ; and give the blackeſt Villains an 
Apotheſis. Liberty ! That can Convert a King- 
dom's Wealth into the Poſſeſſion of the Saints, 
and make a Creeping Mendicant Cloak-Man, 
an Heir or Executor at his Will and Pleaſure. 

In ſhort, There 1sno greater Slavery or Op- 
preſhon 1n the World, than a Lawleſs and Un- 
bounded Liberty : "I'wasan affeRation of this 
that made our Fir Parents Rebel againſt God, 
and hath prompted others to Rebel againſt his 
Vicegerents: '['was a Sin of this Complexion 
that occaſtion'd the Unparallel'd Murder of our 
God-like Martyr, for which our Land Mourns 
at this very Day ; and which ſeems to continue 
(like the Firit Tranſgreſhon) a laſting Curſe 
and Debt upon Poſterity. 


And 
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"And thus, Sir, hayeT (as briefly as-I could) 
animadverted-pon-fome of thoſe Pious Frauds, 
that Adorn .anfl Recommend this plauſuble Two- 
banded Sermon, | There 1s a Vein of Crafty and 
Ambiguous. . Senſe and Expreſhon_ running 
through a great part of the Contexture ;' and 
this, 1 believe, he rakes to be a Choice and Won- 
drous Perfection ; though 'tis really his blind 

: It may;{{uit weil enough witha Dark, and 
Sobtle Diſciple of 014 Noll; but Ill becomes an 
Ingenious dServant', much leſs a Miniſter, of 
Chriſt. He has indeed a peculiar Knack at 
wounding with a Slie, Oblique, and Paltry Sug- 
geſtion ; at Stabbing and yet looking another 
way,. as if he were wholly Innocent and Un- 
concern d :: Ex, Gr. But had they lived under a K ing, 
who by an Open Example and Eneouragement of Deban- 
chery, ſhould bave drawn the People from their Covenant 
withthe Lord, and by Srcret Favours,&c. p.4. Thele, 
and the reſt that follow, are very perillous 
ſhrewd ſayings in good ſfooth. He'll make (no 
queſtion) an hopeful Old Man in time, if he 
have already ſuch a Reaching and Penetrating 
Noddle. I dare engage (in this fit of Conſcience, 
or Spruntneſs) he would not have ſpar'd the 
Wiſeſt of Princes upon Record, had he chanc't 


to have ſtood in his way. Bleſſed Jeſu! To 
what: 
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what a wretched Height can Ingratitude, and 
Spiritual Pride exalt it ſelf ? Do's not ſuch Pu. 
rulent Spittle argue a Man's Soul to be Tainted 
and Ulcerated with Malice ? Muſt a Solomon's 
Frailties be thus Aggravated and Expoſed, and 
all his Vertues and Wiſdom be forgotten ? Was 
it not enough, That a Juſt, Kind, and good Na- 
tur'd Prince ſhould be Revil'd and Confpir'd 
againſt while alive ; but muſt he —_—_— 
again, even beyond the Grave ? Tell not this 
to the Unconverted World : Publiſh it not in the 
Streets of Rome or Jeruſalem ; leſt Turks and Inf 
dels ſhake the Head at us ; leſt the Greeks and 
Romans again laugh us toScorn. I muſt further 
add, — pb our Author _ to take as much 
ins to Lefſen, if not Encourage, the Cryit 
Diabolical Sin of Rebellion, as 2M hve as 
took to Mollifie Damnation it felf : People ma 
not pretend to a Legal Juriſdiftion, yet have a. 
of Self-Preſervation : i.e. They may Rebel for 
Conſcience fake, or by Virtne of an hana Call; 
but they muſt have an Eſpecial Care leſt they 
hutt their Prince, while they Fire and Shoot at 
him ; They muſt only fight to make him a Glo 
riow King, He would ſurely makea moſt Pro- 
found and Notable Expounder of Ezekel, and | 
believe his Nurſe was little lefs than a Sibyl; or 
at 
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at leaſt a Mighty Woman at Riddles : But I 
ſhall content my ſelf with more plain and fa- 
miliar things. 

Now that Man is a perfe& Minor in Under- 
ſtanding, and under Years of Diſcretion ; that 
do's not know, that Rebellion is a Dangerous, 
and Infinitely Encroaching Thing : And, if it 
be not ſtifled in its Seed or Principle, it will, 
when 'tis kindled, bid defyance to all Controul, 
and run along like an irrefiſtible Burning : And 
(however ſome may Mince and Palliate the 
matter) 'twill be found a Maxim of Eternal Ve- 
my; That whoſoever gives Power to any to 
iſe up againſt their Prince, and take the Crown 
from His Head, gives Licence to others to take 
his Head from his Shoulders. 

I have look't upon this laſt Aﬀertion of our 
Author, with more Hons and Severity than other- 
wiſe I ſhould have done, becauſe it carries with 
it an Ungrateful and Rude Intimation to His 
preſent Majeſty, and proclaims aloud, what he is 
toexpect upon Non-performance of Articles. "Tis 
an Ungenerous, Datitardly , and Creeping In- 
nuendo to a Valiant and Brave Prince, who is 
undoubtedly the Greateſt Heree of his Age,and has 
a Soul Jarge enough to Animate more than Three 
Kingdoms : And pray God defend both Him and 

E 


us, 
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us, from the Raging of obe Sea , and: the Madneſs 
of the People ; or from the French and Bloody Roman 
on the one hand, and a Domineering . Kirk, and 
Oliverian Inquiſition on the other. ; 
And now, Sir, after all this, I hope you will 
not think that 1 am ſo vain an. Animal, as to be 
enamoured of the Gallows, to court Racks and 
Wheels, or to be fond of being ſtuck round 
with pointed Daggers, and looking like 
the Man in the Almanack : For 1 do ingeniouſly 
own, that I do naturally ſhrink at the appre- 
henfion of ſuch a Fate, ike other Ordinary Mor- 
tals : But though I am neither Valiant, nor yet 
weary of the World ; and (having hitherto had 
but a ſmall Taſte of the Pleaſures of Senſe , in 
compariſon to what an Innocent Man might 
enjoy) am willing enough to have my Portion 
and Share in thoſe Limited Pleaturcs, to which 
the more Delicate and beſt Complexion" d Youth 
areenclin'd ; Though I could freely and chcer- 
fully Aſpire here below to enlarge my Know- 
ledge, fatishe my Inquifitive Fancy, and enter- 
tain my Curiofity with a new Scene of things; 
yet am I much. more raviſht by Reading, and 
Reflecting upon, the Paſſive Virtues, and Mord 
Gallantry of Brave Men in former Ages, that have 
deſpis'd the World, and enlighten'd Mankind 


with 
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with their Incomparable Sufferings for the © 
Truth. How do I Adore the Memory : of 
Socrates, of Seneca, and Epifletus, Men who were 
in the World, but not of it ; and who could part 
with Lives to preſerve their Innocence and 
Vertue ? -;How am I Tranſported beyond the 
bounds of Humane Joy, at the Hiſtory of Ignatius, 
and the reſt of the Inſpir'd Martyrs , who by 
Divine Aid vanquith't Impoſhbilities ; dreaded 
no Scourges but thoſe of a had Conſcience, and 
feared no Fire but that which is Everlaſting ? 
But, above all the reſt, I am Surpriz'd and 
Amaz'd at the Victorious Perſeverance of our 
Royal Martyr, who at ſo great a diſtance from 
the Times of Primitive I ryal, (and under the 

eateſt Il emptations) carried the ſame Zeal in 
his Boſom, and Sealed the ſame Faith with his 
Blood and Dying Confeſhon. 


Such was the Fate, and ſuch the Perſeverance 
of that good Prince ; whoſe Love to all Man- 
kind, arid Ardent Zeal for the Church , made 
him Experiment the Scorn and Envy of Men. 
here below, and render'd his own Glories more 
large and diffuſive in another World ; and I do 
ſolemnly profels, I had rather chooſe ta undergo 
all his Suiterins ani] Diſgraces, joyn'd with his 

Such. 
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Love and Conftancy, than to be rap't up imme- 
diately amidft a Quire of Angels. 

If any poor-ſpirited Pedant ſhould ObjeR, 
that while I Attack the Blind fide of our Tea- 
cher, I ſeem to refle&t unhandſomly upon his 
Lordſhip ; I ſhall only Anſwer in ſhort, That I 
own his Lordſhip's Knowledge,in many Things, 
to be much Superiour to my own ; but know 
at the ſame time, that his Lorſhip 1s ſo Wiſe, 
as never to pretend to fill an Infallible Chair , 
and therefore I ſhall not fear to declare my Diſ- 
ſent from him in Opinion. I do further own, 
That I have ever been paſhonately Warm againſt 
the Phariſaical Zealots of the Age (our Saviour 
himſelt was ſo) yet never inſulted over the meer 
Infirmities, much leſs the Misfortunes of any ; 
but have ever lov'd a Sweet- I emper'd and Inge- 
nuous Diflenter. This Principle in me (Sir) I 
am ſure you muſt approve of, becauſe it 1s your 
own ; and becauſe it 1s ſo (as well as for other 
Reaſons) I have paid a particular Honour to 
your Perſon, ever fince my firſt happy admiſhon 
to your Friendſhip ; and 1n you, I am ſure, I do 
at once honour a Re nation becoming a Primitive 
Hero, aud a Learning that adorns the Stile and 
Charafter you bear. Tam, &c. 
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Preceding Letter. 


Aving hitherto endeavour'd to perſwade our Wan- 
H dring Pilgrim,that he is got into By-paths, and out of 
his way to Jera/alem ; I think *tis my Duty (as I am 
a Chriſtian and Exg/iſbman) to Dirett and Condutt him into 
the Right Road, beforeI take my leave of him : This I ſhall 
Attempt, by informing him how he might have ſpent ſome 
part of his Canonical! Hour of Preaching with more Juſtice 
and Decorum : Therefore, conſidering the Villanous occaſion 
of the Solemnity, I hambly conceive he might juſtly have 
Entertain'd his Azdience after this manner ; 


C _ Friends and Brethren, 

We have ſeen a Perverſe Generation of Men riſen up 
mong us, that by the ſtrength of Faith, without Under- 
ſtanding, will be Holier than Apoſtles, Wiſer than Philoſo- 
phers, and by the meer Pow*r of Imagination will pretend 
dictate to the Holy Ghoſt : They talk much of Chriſt, 
jet deſpiſe his Ordinances ; Nothing but Meckneſs and Hu- 
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mility is in their Mouths, and yet they will not ſuffer even 
God himſelf, to govern the Church and the World ia his 
own way ; and they Eſteem #. a more 1afallible Siga of 
Grace to rail againſt Non-Reſiſtance, and other Goſpel In. 
junctions; than tolove the Brotherhood , or to Honour the 
Kjng. Whatſocyer is Eſſentially good,or Praiſe-worthy,they 
run down into Heathen Notion and Chimera; and whatſoever 
is Ridiculous and Braftifh in our Natures, they Confeorate 
into Zeal. They will be Tekty and Malicious, Malapert and 
Cenſorious for the Glory of the Lord ; they will Backbite, 
and whine for Jeſus Chriſt's fake ; and warp their Counte- 
nances into Artificial Deformity for the Edification of the 
Brethren : They will quſtific Coneradictions, and Selt-eyi- 
dent Nonfenfe by the Aſſiſtance of the Spiric 3 they will be 
paſſionately fond and enamour?d of the Lord Chriſt, while 
they violate his Laws ; and maintain an intimate and cloſe 
Commun'on with God, while they Rob Churches, Defile Al- 
tars, and Aſſafſhnate Kings. 

Such pretious and Dapper Saints were thoſe, that Re. 
torm*d our Church and Nation heretofore into Prophanation 
and Ruine; that diſtinguiſh*t the beſt of Kings out of his 
Titles, thruſt him out of his Throne, Expos'd his Rys 
Children to Dangers and Temptations, nay, Religioully {nt 
them a begging into the World ; They deceiv*d the Simple 
with abundance of Holy Phraſe, with Chapter , Tone and 
Verſe ; with Bibles in their hands, with Hymns and Spirt 
tual Songs in their Mouths, and by ſaying a Long Grace be- 
fore their Canibal Riots: Nay, fo Zealous and Demure, lo 
SanClifed were they amidſt their Heathen Barbarities , that, 
in their own'Conceits, they were little Ic{s than Gods : Thy 
faw the Wickedneſs of Man was wery great, and that ever) 
Thought and Imagination of his Heart was evil; And thougi 
they could not, in that Age of Miracles, command the I:le- 
ments, or caule the Waters to overflow ; yet they were re 
{olv*'d to puniſh Mankind another way, aad _ 
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Three Kidgdoms with an Inundation of Blood. Hereupon 
Saitt Cromivell, like the Deftroying Angel, was Commiſſion'd 
to puniſh the Inhabitants of rhe Land , and obtain'd that 
High Seat from whence Lacifey fell, by imitating his Aps/tacy 
and bis Pride : Lying and Murder were Refin*d into the 
Nioer Arts of Equivocation, and-Cutting of Throats in the 

of Meekneſs : Blind Zeal was dubb'd with the Name of 

oo »w and Inſpiration ; and whole Armies appear'd in 

Showers Colours for the' Defence of Chriſt, Bind their 

gs im Chains, and their Nobles in Fetters of Iron was the 

et, A Solemn League and Covenant was the Comment | Re- 
belliba' and Bloodſhed, Plunder and Sacriledge, Prophanation, 
and Atheiſme were the Application and Dies. 

And what could be the Capore and Tendency of theſe 
things, but to repeat the Scorn and Crulifixion of our Sa- 
viour, and to play with that Sacred and Awful Name, art 
which the Devils tremble ? If ſuch Prattices as theſe be the 
Chriftian way to Heaven ; if a Blind Zeal the 'the beſÞ Light 
to our Feet, and « Lanthorn to our Paths; if, by being Chri- 
ſtians, we muſt ceaſe to be Men ; if Sedition, Slaughter, and 
cauſing Diviſions be the way to-that Peace which paſleth all 
Underſtanding in the Kingdom of Heaven-; may it be my 
good Fate to pals an Eternity _—_— the Heathen Philoſo- 
phers : *Twill certainly be more tolerable for P/ato, and 
Cicero, and the reſt of the Gallant Moralliſts, at the laſt day ; 
than for any ſuch Fal'n and Degenerate Chriſtians : And if 
that be true, which is ſaid of Ar:forle, that he breatl'd our 
his Soul in this Pious Invocation, 0 Being of Betags, have 
Mercy upon me | I had rather have my Vortion with that 
Heathen Publican, than with ſuch Chriſtian Phariſees. _ 

When I conſider the Infinite Pow*r of Almighty God, and 
how Terrible he is in his Judgments, together with that Int» 
nite diſtance betwixt God and Man ; and obſerve again with 
how much Hypoecriſie Men can creep into his Preſence, or elſe 
runaway from the Temple where he dwells : I cannot but 

conclude! 
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conclude in the Words of Job, Whew I conſider I am afraid 
him, Every Prevaricator _ Conſpirator againſt a Gag | 
and every Sciſmatical Aﬀettation of Singalarity'is a Plot | 
againſt the Conſtitution of a Goryernment :. *T'is in vain to® 
pretend to ſtile our ſelves Sons of the Beſt Church, while our 
Principles art the ſame with | thoſe of &ther Men'; or to boalt of + 
being Members of a Church Reform'd, without an equal - 
Reformation of our Laves. ” - | WA: 

Wouldyou know, my Brethrengwhy Iam ſo ſeverely Zeas | 
lous in a Cauſe? IT ,will/give you-this Reaſon for ity 
When Perſons and Things Sacred/are again Deſpis'd, Heav'n + 
it ſelf is concern'd; and can any. Faithful Miniſter of Gods 
Word hover and fluctuate in a Bhnd Neutrality, when Oms 
nipotence bears a part of -the Calumny ? No, filence at ſuch 
a time becomes an unjultifiable Stupidity, and a Lazy Acquis 
elcence is little leſs than a Rebellion againſt Heav*n. And 
though Self-preſervation ſhould Chide me for it, and Da 
ſcem to beccan me to a forbearance ; Though Jefuites and 
Kirk-men, Anabaptifls and Quakers, Sweet-Singers , and 
Myggmronmaes ; nay, though the Prince of Darkneſs himſelf, 
and the K;ng of. Terrors ſhould oppoſe and ſtand in my way 
ar Honeſty ſhall eyer be my Security, and Oribodoxy my Pros: 
teCtion, 

As\for my part, I can no more Digeſt the Fulſom and 
Crude Tenets of Mi{tox and Ledloe, together with the 
Black and Dirty Divinay of our New Mechanick Apoſtles, 
than I can the Dreams of a Bridger or Juliana, or the whole 
Councilof Trent : Whatloever our Churches Fate may prove; 
I am abſolutely bound to it, and if Suftering mult be her Lot 
2nd Portion, I had rather chooſe to bear a part in the black 
Solemaity, than to be Digaificd by her Fall : Which the God 
of Infinite Mercy prevent, Oc. | 
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ERRAT A, 
Age 14, line 12, for Apatheſis, read Aprtherſis. page 19, line 5s, for with Lives, 
read with their Lives, 


